THE   BALKANS   TO-DAY                    247

both Balkan Wars and in the Great War: he has no
desire to see his country dragged into another at the tail
of a Great Power. The common denominator of the
policy of all the Balkan countries (except perhaps Hun-
gary, with her burning sense of injustice) is the desire for
peace.

Certainly there are rectifications of frontiers urgently
desired by Bulgaria. The fertile coastal region of the
Dobrouja, taken from her by Roumania after the Second
Balkan War, where 500,000 Bulgarians live, is a claim
whose justice it is impossible to deny. As to the port of
Dedeagatch, held by Greece, its possession would give
Bulgaria an outlet on the ^Egean, and would be invalu-
able to her trade. But we (France and Great Britain)
cannot possibly afford to offend Roumania or Greece, and
it will be therefore difficult to satisfy Bulgaria, who is now
linked by ties of friendship with her sister Slavs in Jugo-
slavia. And Jugoslavia, being a next-door neighbour to
both Germany and Italy, cannot afford to offend the Axis
Powers.

Bulgaria's position is difficult, but she has several great
advantages. The first is her clever and charming King, a
dictator, but a dictator malgre lui, who walks freely
amongst his subjects, and drives railway engines as his
hobby. He speaks eight languages fluently, and has an
immense knowledge of European affairs. Never, if he
can help it, will he plunge his country into the misery of
another war. But he is an able negotiator. One day we
may have great need of Bulgaria's help, and King Boris
has a loyal army and an united country behind him.

Is it impossible to settle any frontiers except under
threat of war? I am an optimist. Obstinately I cling to
the hope that one day we shall have an understanding
with Germany, and a conference (ominous word!) at
which a re-settlement of the Balkans shall be arranged